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Terms  Definition  Illustrations  

Babylonian 
number system  

It used only two numerals or symbols, a one and a 
ten to represent numbers.  

The system got trickier with larger numbers and 
used a base 60 system, rather than our system of 
base 10.  

 

Binary system A counting system made up of only 0’s and 1’s.   

In a binary number each "place" represents a power 
of 2.  

Used in electronics and computer systems.  
Regardless of the type of information represented, it 
is all stored as bit (binary digit) patterns. In other 
words everything that is stored on the computer is 
eventually broken down into its simplest form, which 
is a pattern of 1s and 0s. 

1 = 20 = 1  
10 = 21 = 2  

100 = 22 = 4  
1000 = 23 = 8  
10000 = 24 = 16  
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Decimal number 
system 

The number system we use every day, based on 
10 digits (0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9).  It can also be 
called ‘base 10’ system.  The value a digit 
represents depends on where its position within a 
number.  This is called place value. Zero is used as 
a place holder where necessary. 
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Egyptian number 
system 

Written symbols and hieroglyphics.  There is a 
symbol for every power of ten and the numbers are 
written from right to left.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Famous 
mathematicians 

People who have contributed significantly to society 
through the creative and intelligent use of 
mathematics.  Famous mathematicians have played 
a huge part in shaping our world as it stands today.   

 

Ones Tens Hundreds Thousands Tenths  Hundredths Thousandths 

Decimal Point 
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Greek number 
system 

The English word alphabet comes from the first two 
letters, or numbers of the Greek alphabet -- "alpha" 
and "beta." Greek letters were also used for writing 
Greek numerals. Originally the system had 27 
symbols.   
 
The first nine letters (alpha to theta) were used for 
the numbers 1 to 9. The next nine letters (iota to 
koppa) were used for multiples of 10 from 10 to 90. 
Finally, the next nine letters (from rho to sampi) 
were used for 100 to 900.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Roman numerals Roman numerals were used by the Ancient Romans 
but we still use them sometimes today e.g. can be 
seen on some analogue clocks or after kings or 
queen’s names e.g. Henry VIII, meaning Henry the 
8th. 
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STEM The acronym for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics.  This term is used 
to describe related subjects that are studied and 
to describe jobs and careers in these related 
fields. 

 

 


